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Teaching methods to improve primary school children’s

writing ability and to increase their confidence in writing
~Through daily composition and short-term completion type compositions—

Hiromasa OHBA™ - Naomi HOKARI**

ABSTRACT

Many primary school children state that they dislike writing because they cannot think of what to write and cannot
know the way to write. For such situations, we need to instruct a method appropriately to improve their writing ability,
and it will be necessary to let a child eradicate feelings of resistance to writing. The purpose of this practical study is to
show the effects of the practice that makes primary school children have confidence in writing, and therefore foster their
writing ability. We have two main practices: “Daily composition instruction” and “Short-time completion type composition
instruction.” Through these teaching practices, we can clarify the children’s improvement. Especially, we regarded the
following four approaches as important to give them confidence in writing. First, we encouraged the children to complete
compositions to the end and have a feeling of accomplishment. Second, we gave them much praise whenever they wrote. In
particular, we praised those children who were not able to write but became able to write short and understandable
sentences. Third, they presented what they wrote in a pair or in front of the whole class, and they received feedback from
friends. Therefore, they accumulated feelings such as “I am happy to write.” and “I am glad you listened to me.” Finally, we
introduced many of the children’s compositions in “Class News.” Through this, they came to like writing. As a result, their
feeling of resistance to writing decreased, and they came to have confidence in writing.

* Humanities and Social Studies Education ** Uragawara Elementary School, Joetsu



